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Bus will leave from the main gate of the UPB Campus at 8:00 on Thursday, September 10, and will return at 18:00. 

SOCIAL PROGRAM: Douro International Natural Park
MORNING: The border section of the Douro River will be visited, an embedded valley with cliff margins that separate Portugal from 
Spain. Douro Internacional Natural Park, with 86,834.82 ha, covers an extensive surface adjacent to the river; its vegetation is 
dominated by oaks (Quercus rotundifolia, Q. suber, Q. pyrenaica) and prickly juniper (Juniperus oxycedrus). Douro Internacional 
Natural Park is a fundamental area for large rupicolous birds, namely Egyptian vulture (Neophron percnopterus) and griffon vulture 
(Gyps fulvus) that have found refuge here. This area has a low population density and agriculture and livestock production are the main 
economic activities. Strange dovecotes, once a source of food and fertilizer, complete a rough landscape that gains a dramatic 
expression in the Douro cliffs. "Mirandês", since 1999 the 2nd official language in Portugal, is another surprise this northeast 
Portuguese area has to offer.

AFTERNOON: Unionidae populations (Unio delphinus, Anodonta anatina, Potomida littoralis) will be visited in the Rabaçal River (Tua 
Basin), threatened by several pressures (e.g. pollution, invasive alien species, dam construction, fluvial beach).
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