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________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. DR. MARIA FADIMAN 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Maria Fadiman is an associate professor in the department of 

Geosciences at Florida Atlantic University and a National 

Geographic Emerging Explorer. She researches the 

human/environmental aspect of conservation, focusing on 

ethnobotany, the study of the relationship between people and 

plants. She has been featured twice as a TEDx speaker in 

Berkeley, CA and Cancún, Mexico, and is one of the invited 

contributors to the book, Global Chorus. She was recently 

featured as part of the series, Conversation with a Geographer, as 

part of the Visiting Geographical Scientist program. She was 

chosen for the Innovation in Teaching award for the College of 

Science and was a nominee for the Distinguished Teacher of the 

Year award for the university. She works primarily in rural 

areas with the majority of her research addressing the 

rainforests of Latin America. Some projects include investigating oil exploration in the 

Amazon and organic coffee production in the Galápagos. She has also examined alternative 

livelihoods through sustainable wood carving in Zimbabwe, house construction from 

natural materials in the Philippines, Maori utilization of the Kauri tree in New Zealand 

and Tibetan children’s recording of their own ethnobotanical knowledge on the plateau. 

Her current projects are 1) working with comparative cultural and plant knowledge with 

the National Geographic Exploration, Mapping, and Outreach in The Bahamas Blue Holes 

National Park team, 2) facilitating the retention of language and ecological knowledge with 

the Ha in Tanzania, and pursuing working with the Cultural Sanctuaries Foundation in 

Bhutan.  
 

Keywords: conservation, geography, ethnobotany, rainforests, alternative livelihoods, wood 

carving, sustainability, trees, comparative cultural and plant knowledge, ecological knowledge, etc. 

 

Contact: mfadiman@fau.edu  

  

mailto:mfadiman@fau.edu


 

2 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. MSC/PHD. PATRICK LEO JOSÉ VAN DAMME 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

From October 1992 till now: Full Professor at the Laboratory of 

Tropical and Subtropical Agronomy and Ethnobotany, 

Department of Plant Production, Faculty of Agricultural and 

Applied Biological Sciences (FAABS)/Faculty of BioScience 

Engineering (as from 2004), Ghent University (UGent), Belgium. 

Full Professor at Prague University of Life Sciences, Faculty of 

Tropical AgriSciences (since July 2012). Since 2007, director of 

the Centre for Sustainable Development (UGent). January 2010 – 

till now: senior advisor for Global Research Programme 1, 

ICRAF (Nairobi). Courses taught cover such topics as Intensive 

Study of Tropical and Subtropical Agronomy, Plant Production 

Systems, Applied Plant Systematics (Ethnobotany and crop 

development/domestication), Desertification & Dry Land 

Farming, Integrated Agricultural Land Use Systems), Rural 

Development and Economic Problems of Developing countries. 

Research focuses on: 

Crop Husbandry and ecophysiology (salt and drought-stress of vegetables and desert plants) 

(Pistacia spp., Prunus spp. (almond), Pennisetum glaucum, …) 

Socio-economic Studies of Farming Systems and Crop Husbandry in the Tropics and Subtropics, 

microfinance, value chains of underutilized species 

Ethnobotany, Biodiversity and Crop Development (in low external input environments) (Suriname, 

Ecuador, Bolivia, Cuba, Benin, Senegal,…) – special emphasis on fruit species development (> 15 

locally important species – see website) 

Agroforestry and Integrated Farming Systems (including farmers’ knowledge systems) 

Vegetation Science (mapping), and management and modeling of management 

Ecosystem Services, REDD/REDD+, climate change ~ biodiversity 

 

Keywords: tropical agriculture, domestication, ethnobotany, ecophysiology, microfinance, farming 

systems, agroforestry, ecosystem services, ecology, sustainable production, etc. 

 

Contact: Patrick.VanDamme@UGent.be  

  



 

3 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. PROF. RICK STEPP 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rick Stepp is a professor at the University of Florida where 

he teaches in the Department of Anthropology and Tropical 

Conservation and Development program. He is also a visiting 

professor at the University of Gastronomic Sciences in 

Pollenzo, Italy and was in residence at the University of 

Hawai'i as the Wilder Professor of Botany. He has conducted 

biocultural conservation research over the last two decades 

throughout the tropics, especially in the Maya Forest and in 

the Greater Mekong Region of Southeast Asia. His research 

explores persistence, change and variation of traditional 

ecological knowledge and ethnobiology. Much of this work 

has focused on wild food plants and medicinal plants. His 

work has also focused on patterns and causes in the 

distribution of biological and cultural diversity (biocultural 

diversity) on both regional and global scales. Other interests 

include the anthropology of food, medical anthropology, 

visual anthropology, social science research methods, GIS 

and land use change and the anthropology of climate change. 

He is also involved in documentary and ethnographic film 

production on topics both related and unrelated to his 

primary research. He has served as editor of Journal of 

Ethnobiology and the founding editor of the Journal of 

Ecological Anthropology. Currently, he is senior associate 

editor of Economic Botany and editorial board member of 

Journal of Ethnobiology and Ethnomedicine and 

Ethnobiology Letters, among others. Along with Robert 

Voeks, he serves as Ethnobiology series editor for Springer 

Nature. He is a past-president of the Society for Economic 

Botany and currently is president-elect of the International Society of Ethnobiology. 

 

Keywords: anthropology of food, development, conservation, gastronomic sciences, traditional 

ecological knowledge, ethnobotany, wild food plants, medicinal plants, GIS, ethnographic film, etc. 

 

Contact: stepp@ufl.edu  
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_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. PHD. LIZ OLSON 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ph.D., Anthropology, Case Western Reserve University *  

M.A., Anthropology, Case Western Reserve University 

Research Interests: ethnomedical systems; ethnoecology 

and ethnobotany; community-based development; natural 

resource management; political ecology; cross-cultural 

childbirth models 

Teaching Interests: environmental anthropology; 

international health; sustainable development and 

conservation; anthropology field methods; Latin America; 

alternative forms of tourism; cultural studies of science 

and anthropological theory 

Geographic Foci: Latin American (Bolivia, Mexico); 

United States; Western Europe 

My anthropological research has looked at traditional 

healing systems in Utah, the Bolivian Amazon, and 

Mexico. My work with traditional medical systems has led me to focus on the intersections among 

health, environments, and economic markets. My book, "Indigenous Knowledge and Development: 

Livelihoods, health experiences and medicinal plant knowledge in a Mexican Biosphere Reserve," 

(2014) addresses topics of governance and conservation, ecotourism, and traditional medicine in the 

context of community development and conservation in the Biosphere Reserve.  

I also work with a number of social justice and community-based conservation initiatives. I have 

collaborated on the development of the webpage for an Indigenous Mexican women's cooperative, 

Color de la Tierra (www.cafecuzalapa.com). I also have contributed to community-based 

conservation projects to help promote habitat preservation and protection of the Military macaw in 

El Tuito, Mexico (http://www.guacamayasparasiempre.org/).  

I am currently engaged in research regarding the globalization of medicinal plant knowledge and 

the relationships between indigenous, professional, and lay uses of medicinal plant knowledge 

across various ethnomedical systems (especially homeopathy and anthroposophy).  

In my spare time, I enjoy competing in marathons and birding – both in Mexico and across the 

USA.  

 

Keywords: ethnomedical systems, ethnoecology, ethnobotany, conservation, political ecology, 

community-based development, cross-cultural childbirth models, environmental anthropology, etc. 

 

Contact: elizabetholson@suu.edu  
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_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. TRISH FLASTER 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Trish is Executive Director of Botanical Liaisons, LLC, 

an ethnobotanical consulting firm providing botanical 

standards, international botanical sourcing, sustainable 

development of botanical ingredients, intellectual 

property rights, and development and implementation of 

Botanical Quality Assurance programs.  

Trish developed the first virtual herbarium for economic 

plants. She is also co-founder of IDDI, ingredientID.com, 

a compliance based company helping companies to 

confirm ID and specifications required by FDA GMPs. 

She is focused on reviewing all documents to confirm 

identification, transparency and chain of custody in the 

dietary supplement industry. Skilled in botanical and 

chemical experience, she also consults in the Cannabis 

Industry on testing, supply chain, quality and research. 

 

Trish worked for Shaman Pharmaceuticals as their Botanical Sourcing Manager where she was an 

Ethnobotanist on their international ethnobotanical expeditions, expanded their sustainable 

international agricultural programs, and developed their in-house botanical program. Prior to this 

she was the Botanist for Celestial Seasonings where she developed new ingredient sourcing, 

developed several quality control analytical test procedures, founded their corporate environmental 

program, and designed and implemented the herb garden.  

 

As a past Adjunct Faculty member at Bastyr University, Trish developed the only class on methods 

of sensory evaluation for botanical identification, she is a Research Associate of the Missouri 

Botanical Garden, Past External Advisory Board of the NIH Botanical Research Center at the 

University of Iowa and UCLA, Editorial board member of Explore: The Journal of Science and 

Healing, scientific board member for American Botanical Council, United Plant Savers, and 

American Herbal Pharmacopeia, founder and Editor of the Society for Economic Botany's 

Newsletter " Plants and People" where she is a past board member.  

 

Keywords: sustainable development, intellectual property rights, botany, chemistry, ethnobotany, 

etc. 

 

Contact: tflastersprint@earthlink.net  
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_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. PROF. CHRISTIAN R. VOGL 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Christian Reinhard Vogl is associate professor at the Univ. for 

Natural Resources and Life Sciences Vienna (BOKU), Austria, 

where he is deputy head of the Department for Sustainable 

Agriculture Systems, deputy head of the Division of Organic 

Farming, and head of the Working Group Knowledge Systems and 

Innovations.  His research projects and courses cover topics such 

as i) the regulatory framework and quality management in organic 

farming; ii) the local knowledge, experiments and innovations of 

organic farmers. iii) He has also established research and teaching 

at BOKU on ethnobotany, ethnoveterinary medicine, 

ethnopedology and other related disciplines that do have a focus on 

local people, like for instance farmers, and their folk wisdom. His 

publications are online at researchgate.org and academia.edu. 

 

Keywords: organic farming, local knowledge, regulatory 

frameworks, ethnobotany, ethnoveterinary medicine, ethnopedology, etc. 

 

Contact: christian.vogl@boku.ac.at  

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. PROF. ROBERT VOEKS 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I’m a Professor in the Department of Geography & the 

Environment at California State University, Fullerton, 

USA.  My research focuses on the socio-economic, 

ecological, and geographical dimensions of medicinal 

plants in wet and seasonal tropical forests. I am 

especially interested in how ethnobotanical knowledge 

and use changes over space and time, particularly 

among diaspora groups. Recent books include: African 

Ethnobotany in the Americas (2013, with John 

Rashford), and The Ethnobotany of Eden: Plants, 

People, and the Jungle Medicine Narrative (July 2017). 

Ongoing research with students includes a medicinal 

plant market study in Brazil, a study of Candomblé homegardens in Brazil, and a PGIS 

(participant geographical information system) study of  an east African medicinal tree (Warburgia 

salutaris) in Mozambique. I am also the current editor-in-chief of the SEB journal Economic 

Botany. 

 

Keywords: socio-economics, medicinal plants, tropical forests, ethnobotanical knowledge diaspora 

groups, GIS, trees, etc. 

 

Contact: rvoeks@Exchange.FULLERTON.EDU  
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_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. IAN MARTIN 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Trained as a horticulturist, followed by 23 years in 

Latin America and more especially Africa (Zambia and 

adjoining countries to the south) on small scale (village) 

projects growing a wide range of indigenous and exotic 

plants - edible, medicinal, and trees - also 

domestication of wild plants and sustainable harvesting 

from the wild. Since 1996 have been with the Eden 

Project with a mission statement "To celebrate and 

investigate the important relation of plants and peoples 

around the world and have extended my areas and 

organizations visited. Currently "Technical Advisor to 

the Eden Project." 

 

 

Keywords: horticulture, domestication, sustainability, edible, medicinal plants and trees, etc. 

 

Contact: Ianineden@aol.com  
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. DR. CASSANDRA QUAVE 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dr. Cassandra Quave is Curator of the Emory 

University Herbarium and Assistant Professor of 

Dermatology and Human Health at Emory 

University, where she leads antibiotic drug 

discovery research initiatives and teaches 

undergraduate courses on medicinal plants, food 

and health. Trained as a medical ethnobotanist, her 

research is focused on the documentation and 

biochemical analysis of botanical remedies used in 

the traditional treatment of infectious disease. To 

date, she has authored more than 50 publications, 2 

edited books and 3 patents. Dr. Quave is a Past 

President of the President of the Society for Economic Botany. Her work has been profiled in the 

New York Times Magazine and featured on NPR. Learn more about her research by visiting her 

website or following her on Facebook or Twitter.  

 

Keywords: antibiotic drug, medical ethnobotany, medicinal plants, infection diseases, etc. 

 

Contact: cassy.quave@gmail.com  



 

8 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. DR. RAJINDRA K PURI 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Raj Puri  is a Senior Lecturer in Environmental 

Anthropology and the Director of the Centre for 

Biocultural Diversity, School of Anthropology and 

Conservation, University of Kent in Canterbury, UK.   

Trained as an ecological anthropologist and 

ethnobiologist, over the past 25 years he has been 

studying the historical ecology of a rainforest valley in 

Indonesian Borneo, documenting the ethnobiological 

knowledge of Penan Benalui hunter-gatherers and 

Kenyah swidden agriculturalists, elucidating the causes 

and consequences of trade in wild animals and plants, 

and developing theory and methods for an applied 

conservation anthropology. Some of this work is 

published in the books, Bulungan Ethnobiology 

Handbook (CIFOR 2001), Deadly Dances in the 

Bornean Rainforest (KITLV Press, 2005) and Conducting Research in Conservation: A Social 

Science Perspective (Routledge 2010). 

His recent work has been on local adaptation to climatic variability and environmental change. He 

was a co-investigator on the ESPA project Human Adaptation to Biodiversity Change, where he 

worked on local adaptation to Lantana camera in the MM Hills, southern Karnataka. This work 

has drawn him into research on invasive species, and other ways changes in biodiversity due to 

climate change threaten biocultural diversity and local livelihoods. He is now thinking about how 

anthropologists can contribute to climate change science, and specifically developing mixed 

methods for studying local responses to environmental change. That work is published in The 

uniqueness of the everyday: Herders and invasive species in India, in Climate Cultures (Yale UP 

2015).  

Toward this end, he and his students at Kent are now studying responses to complex 

transformations in rural landscapes in Europe (iberian cork oak landscapes and Kent agriculture). 

He also the author of and co-editor with M. Pardo de Santayana and A. Pieroni of Ethnobotany in 

the New Europe (Berghahn, 2010). 

 

Keywords: environmental anthropology, ethnobotany, ecological anthropology, hunter-gatherers, 

swiden agriculture, applied conservation anthropology, development theory, rainforests, etc. 

 

Contact: rkp@kent.ac.uk 
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Society for Economic Botany 

4475 Castleman Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63110 

Ph. 314-577-9566, Fx 314-577-9515 

www.EconBot.org 

 

Mission: To foster and encourage scientific research, education, and related activities on the past, 

present, and future uses of plants, and the relationship between plants and people, and to make the 

results of such research available to the scientific community and the general public through meetings 

and publications. 

 

 

58th SEB Annual Meeting 

June 4-9th, 2017, Bragança, Portugal! 

Living in a global world: ethnobotany, local knowledge, and sustainability 


